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I could not have stated it better. 
Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise 

today to honor Po’pay, a man who 
through his life and philosophy in-
spired New Mexicans to unite and share 
their experiences of life, happiness, and 
customs, with a marble statue sculpted 
by Cliff Fragua of Jemez Pueblo. It will 
be the one-hundredth statue to be 
added to the National Statuary Hall 
collection. The statue of this remark-
able leader of the Pueblo Revolt of 1680, 
is a gift from the State of New Mexico 
and was unveiled in the United States 
Capitol Rotunda today. 

Po’pay was born in Ohkay Owingeh, 
San Juan Pueblo, in 1630. He was a 
deeply humble man, with deep respect 
for his Pueblo’s culture, language, tra-
ditions, and customs, and a dedication 
to passing these things on to future 
generations. 

During the seventeenth century the 
Pueblo way of life was seriously threat-
ened. Some did not want the Pueblo 
people to practice their language, cul-
ture, or traditions, depriving them of 
their very core. Po’pay successfully 
united the separate Pueblo nations. 
This group of some 150 Pueblo leaders 
united against those who sought to de-
stroy their way of life and prevailed. 
Po’pay led this great revolt and the 
fight for respect the Pueblo people de-
served. 

Through his devotion and commit-
ment to the preservation of Pueblo cul-
ture, Po’pay played an irreplaceable 
role in helping to shape our Nation’s 
future. By championing the customs 
and traditional ways of his ancestors, 
he strengthened and preserved the 
Pueblo heritage for future generations, 
bridging the rich Pueblo and Spanish 
cultures of the Southwest. His dedica-
tion to this cause in response to the 
challenges the Pueblo community 
faced is a testament to the spirit of 
New Mexico. 

This statue will forever be a re-
minder of his leadership and courage in 
keeping the Pueblo culture alive. The 
statue of Po’pay will join the figure of 
the late Senator Dennis Chavez that 
stands proudly outside the doors of the 
old Senate Chambers. It is a privilege 
for New Mexico to be represented by 
two men with such vision, leadership, 
and courage. 

The decision to honor Po’pay was 
brought to the foreground during the 
tercentennial commemoration of the 
Pueblo Revolt by a unified group of 
Pueblo leaders. Thanks to their leader-
ship, in November of 1996 the tribal 
council of Ohkay Owingeh, San Juan 
Pueblo, made the nomination official 
with a resolution. In 1997, State Sen-
ator Manny Aragon and Representative 
Nick Salazar introduced Senate Bill 
404, which was passed and signed by 
Governor Gary Johnson on April 10. 
The nine member Statuary Hall Com-
mission was formed and the fund-
raising began. Cliff Fragua of Jemez 
Pueblo was selected to create the stat-
ue, and by May of 2005 the block of 
Tennessee Marble took the form of 

Po’pay. Thanks to the vision of many 
Pueblo leaders, the New Mexico Stat-
uary Hall Commission and Foundation, 
and New Mexico’s citizens, Po’pay shall 
forever be honored in the halls of the 
United Stated Capitol. 

We honor and respect Po’pay’s ac-
complishments as the man who made it 
possible for Pueblo culture to thrive 
and sustain itself. Po’pay’s contribu-
tions made New Mexico what it is 
today, a multicultural State, rich in 
culture and spirit. 
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HISPANIC HERITAGE MONTH 
Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 

rise to pay tribute to the Hispanic 
community. As we commemorate His-
panic Heritage Month, I want to recog-
nize the contributions made by mil-
lions of Hispanics to our Nation. The 
greatness of California is that it is 
truly a multicultural State and I am 
honored to represent California’s His-
panic community in the U.S. Senate. 

This month we celebrate a commu-
nity that believes in the American 
goals of freedom, opportunity, and a 
chance to build a better life. In pur-
suing these aspirations, Hispanics have 
made enormous contributions to life in 
the United States through business, 
politics, science, culture, sports, and 
entertainment. Hispanics have served 
in the armed services with bravery and 
courage and many have made the ulti-
mate sacrifice in giving their lives for 
the common good of our country. 
Through their service, they have 
brought honor to America and their 
Hispanic heritage—a rich heritage from 
which all of America benefits. 

Today, I rise to honor the sacrifices 
that these brave Americans and their 
families have made. I also want to 
honor Hispanic heroes and heroines, 
such as the late Cesar Chavez. Indeed, 
Hispanics are changing the way Amer-
ica looks at itself. Today there are 31 
million Hispanics in the U.S. By 2050, 
our Nation’s Hispanic population is 
projected to reach 96 million—an in-
crease of more than 200 percent. 

Hispanics are making their mark; be-
tween 1984 and 1998 Hispanic voting in-
creased nationwide in midterm elec-
tions by 27 percent, even as overall 
voter turnout declined by 13 percent. In 
my own State of California, where 
nearly 11.5 million Hispanics comprise 
over 32 percent of the population, His-
panics are participating and contrib-
uting to civic life in important ways. 
Two of the California State legisla-
ture’s three highest offices are occu-
pied by Hispanics: Lt. Gov. Cruz 
Bustamante and Speaker of the Assem-
bly Fabian Nuñez. On the local level, 
the people of Los Angeles elected Anto-
nio Villaraigosa as the first Hispanic 
mayor in over a century, and 20 per-
cent of Los Angeles’ city council seats 
are held by Hispanics. The Hispanic 
community has provided great leader-
ship for California, and will provide im-
portant leadership for our country. 

Hispanics are visibly successful in 
other areas as well. From Sammy Sosa 

in sports to Jennifer Lopez, Andy Gar-
cia, and Salma Hayek in the entertain-
ment industry, Hispanics have added 
greatly to the fabric of our Nation. 

We must not forget the critical con-
tributions Hispanics have made to edu-
cation and science. The 1995 Nobel 
Prize Winner in Chemistry, Dr. Mario 
Molina, joined the University of Cali-
fornia, San Diego last year, and Dr. 
Eduardo Macagno is the founding dean 
of the Division of Biological Sciences 
at the same University. 

A democratic and prosperous society 
should not step back from a national 
commitment to provide assistance to 
those who strive to achieve the Amer-
ican dream, despite the odds. In par-
ticular, I want to emphasize the impor-
tance of quality education for the suc-
cess of Hispanic children. The Univer-
sity of California system alone enrolled 
nearly 25,000 Hispanic undergraduate 
and graduate students last year. His-
panic youths are a great source of 
strength and hope for the future of this 
Nation and they should be able to par-
ticipate fully in the American experi-
ence; that is the primary reason why I 
have been a strong supporter of the 
DREAM Act. 

Mr. President, I am proud to honor 
California’s Hispanic community and 
to have the opportunity to ensure that 
Hispanic contributions and sacrifices 
do not go unnoticed. 
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

HONORING SHERI GARMON 

∑ Mr. CRAPO. Mr. President, it is with 
a heavy heart that I wish to announce 
the death of Sheri Garmon, one of 
many Idahoans who have died from 
cancer that was likely attributable to 
nuclear fallout. 

Like others, Sheri spent time and en-
ergy bringing awareness of this issue as 
it related to Idaho. However, Sheri, 
who was fighting multiple cancers, be-
came a charismatic spokesperson for 
those suffering from the same fate. 

Sheri Garmon, daughter of Don and 
Millie Garmon, was born in Emmett, 
ID, in 1952. When Sheri was just a baby, 
just 6 months old, the National Cancer 
Institute estimates that on a single 
day, June 5, 1952, she received 75 rads of 
iodine-131. That is the equivalent of 
10,000 chest X-rays. The exposure came 
from nuclear testing being done in the 
Nevada desert; fallout blew over the 
little valley where Emmett sits. From 
that day on, Sheri’s ultimate fate was 
sealed. But no one knew then what we 
know now. Sheri grew up healthy and 
strong, out there on her family’s dairy 
farm, drinking milk from their cows, 
eating vegetables and fruits from their 
garden. She graduated valedictorian of 
her high school class, and then went on 
to graduate from the University of 
Idaho. She became a CPA and a moth-
er. Sheri used her education as a way 
to provide for her family and pave the 
way for future achievement for those 
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